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H Power Corporation of Belleville 
designed and tested a fuel cell system 
that’s clean backup energy for NJDOT’s 
variable message signs (VMS). These 
messages on New Jersey’s roads advise 
motorists of construction, detours, acci- 
dents. Under a $749,000 contract, H 
Power will retrofit 65 machines. 

Fuels cells are efficient, nonpolluting 
power sources that produce no noise and 
have no moving parts. Originally invented 
in 1839 by William Grove, since the “60s 
they’ve been supplying spacecraft with 
electricity. NASA used fuel cells in the 
Gemini IV and Apollo spacecrafts. 

The VMS were exclusively powered 
by batteries. In fuel cells and batteries, 
silent reactions produce an electric cur- 
rent. Unlike batteries, however, fuel cells 
are almost endlessly rechargeable and run 
on hydrogen. 

“Fuel cells are clean, safe and reli- 
able,” said Commissioner John J. Haley 

- Jr. at the event which introduced the 

- signs. ““They require no maintenance. The 
Ne cost of the retrofit will be realized in just 
. x — three years and the fuel cells will last for 

a xe ' years beyond that. It’s just another exam- 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. and H Power Chief Executive Officer Dr. H. Frank Gibbard ple of NJDOT using the latest in technol- 
inspect the new fuel cell power supply installed at the base of a variable message sign. ogy to better serve our customer.” 


/ 

Cinnaminson High School students displayed their award- 
winning electric car at Princeton High School, Burlington 
County Institute of Technology and other stops along the 350- 
mile 10th Annual Tour de Sol from New York to Washington 
D.C. 

The Northeast Sustainable Energy Association (NESEA) 
sponsors the American Tour de Sol as a high profile national 
educational media event to demonstrate the viability of electric 
and hybrid electric vehicles. By using these alternate means of 
transportation, NESEA hopes to meet many of the country’s 
transportation needs, reduce o11 dependence and promote cleaner 
air. 

Using electric power instead of the traditional gasoline and 
diesel fuels that take a toll on air quality, the former gas guzzler 
1986 Ford Escort was converted by the Cinnaminson students 
with technical assistance from Mike Strizki of the Office of 
Technology. Strizki redesigned the accelerator pot box, helped 
find needed parts and coordinated the NJDOT’s donations: a 
support van, a tow dolly and a communication system. 


we Gartten Stste 


The car stopped at a half-dozen locations along the trek to NJDOT’s Mike Strizki and Cinnaminson High School students sur- 
set up demonstrations and rally public support for alternatives to round the electric-powered vehicle during the 19th Annual Tour de 
pollution-spewing fossil fuel cars. The Tour de Sol celebrated Sol. 
solar energy fuel that even fared reasonably well in the rain. NESEA is a citizens’ group supported by the U.S. 
Technically, solar cells need sunshine and won’t operate in Department of Energy, U.S. Department of Environmental 
rainy, cloudy weather. The power will significantly drop as Protection, NJDOT, Toyota, Chrysler and other agencies, busi- 


cloud cover arrives. nesses and organizations. 
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NJDOT, State Police to manage emergencies together 


When there’s an accident, quick 
responses to the medical conditions of the 
victims and to the debris on the roadway 
are vital. To better serve the state’s 
motorists, NJDOT and the New Jersey 
State Police (NJSP) recently merged their 
emergency transportation operations. 

“By having NJDOT and NJSP dis- 
patches under one roof, we can better 


S 


respond to transportation emergencies,” 
said Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. “The 
relocation of personnel will also facilitate 
a timely and accurate exchange of infor- 
mation between the agencies and can 
result in accidents being cleared more 
quickly. It is another example of 
Governor Whitman’s goal of government 
working smarter.” 


NJ State Police Sgt. First Class Michael Nutt and NJDOT Supervisor Ricky White work 
together at the recently merged dispatch operations center in West Trenton. 


Kamin unveils the Pinelands plate 


MVS Director 
C. Richard Kamin 
and Pinelands 
Commission 
Chairman Richard 
Sullivan recently “ _ 
announced the latest | . ce & 
in a series of special- 
ty license plates. The 


/®@.~ Pinelands — 


Motor Vehicle 
Services cut the 
price of personal- 
ized or vanity 
license plates 
from $100 to $50. 
Those are the 
plain license 
plates that you 


new, six-color plate 
shows the cranberries, blueberries, pines 
and the tree frog that are found in the 
Pinelands region. 

Eighty percent of the plate sales will 
fund property purchases for the Pinelands 
National Reserve and protect its delicate 
natural balance. This million acre land- 
scape covers portions of seven counties 
from Burlington and Ocean through Cape 
May. 

These new plates cost $50 with a $10 
annual renewal fee. Starting July 6, 


can personalize, 
for example, with your name. MVS also 
cut the cost of personalized specialty 
plates such as the Pinelands (currently 
available with up to five characters) from 
$150 to $100 for the initial fee and a $10 
renewal fee. 

To find out more about the Pinelands 
or other specialty plates call toll free 
1-888-486-3339 in New Jersey, or 609- 
292-6500 from out of state; visit an MVS 
agency; or visit the web site at 
www.state.nj.us/mvs. 


At 4 p.m. on May 15, NJDOT 
moved its Central Dispatch Unit to the 
State Police Dispatch Center in West 
Trenton. This move followed the estab- 
lishment of a State Police Incident 
Management Unit and the primary use by 
NJDOT one year ago of the State Police 
Radio System. The State Police assigned 
one State Trooper to the North Region 
NJDOT headquarters and one State 
Trooper to the South Region NJDOT 
headquarters. 

“Both agencies benefit by having 
easier access to each other’s resources,” 
said State Police Superintendent Carl 
Williams. 

Here’s how it works. Eight NJDOT 
employees are assigned to the unit to 
work from 4 p.m. to 8 a.m. Monday 
through Friday and 24 hours on weekends 
and holidays. To report an emergency 
after normal business hours, in the North 
call (973) 770-5000, for Central call (732) 
308-4086, and in the South call (609) 
222-2098. The NJDOT dispatcher (who 
sits beside the State Police 911 operator) 
handles the emergency call. The State 
Police will respond to save lives and pre- 
serve the victim’s safety. Simultaneously, 
NJDOT will respond to the cleanup on 
the roadways. This means traffic gets 
moving sooner and the roads are quickly 
cleaned of debris. 

Kurt Aufschneider, Manager of 
Traffic Operations South in Mt. Laurel 
remarked, “This is an efficient, effective 
way to operate. It provides for better 
coordination between two of the biggest 
operating agencies in the state. Because 
we’re physically located together at dis- 
patch, it’s easier to respond. We'll both 
have the same information at the same 
time.” 
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People Briofs 


Marriage 

Burlington City Hall was a ae scene 
on October 14, 1997 when Cathy Cole 
married Sammi Brady. Mayor Herman 
Costello officiated when the bride, 
Principal Clerk Steno in Traffic Signal and 
Safety Engineering and her groom, a chef 
at McGuire Air Force Base, exchanged 
Vows. 


Births 
The Shah family—father Kalpesh, 
mother Dipti, brother Rusabh, sisters 


Rujuta and Dhara—welcomed their new 
member Rahi Kalpeshkumar on May 14. 
The baby weighed in at 7 Ibs. 6 oz. Dad is 
with NJDOT’s Program Support Services. 


Retirees 

With thoughts of 
the fresh pine air of 
Keene, NH in his 
mind, Supervising 
Contract Administrator 
R. William Fisher of © 
Professional Services 


Fisher 


Blue Ribbons 


A delicate situation 

Praises go to Jim Duffy, Senior 
Right of Way Negotiator in the Central 
Region, for turning a negative situation 
into a positive one. When NJDOT needed 
Margie McGrath’s property to complete 
Route 31 in Flemington, Duffy was 
appointed negotiator. 

The yearlong negotiations ended on a 
happy note with Mrs. McGrath renting 
her home until she finds another. “I love 
my home and how he (Duffy) talked to 
me, so kind, but very business like ... 
made everything that had to be done so 
easy for me,” she wrote. 


Calming troubled waters 

NJ Senator Raymond J. Zane of 
District 3 in Woodbury sends his appreci- 
ation for the efforts that South Region 
employees made during two flood emer- 
gencies in the Bridgeton area. Pete 


Celentano followed up and solved the 
Route 49 flooding problem in Bridgeton 
within five days. Mike Baglivo, George 
Lobman, Lou Pace, George Perry and 
Steve Witkowski worked to solve the 
flooding problem of a farm field at Exit 
14 of Route 295 off Repaupo Station 
Road and Lamson Avenue. 


Let there be light 

Dr. Jack Malkin of Berkeley Heights 
knew a dangerous situation when he saw 
lights out on the ramp of I-78 west at Exit 
43. A phone call to the Region North 
Electrical Supervisor Bruce Wilson 
brought immediate results. Wilson 
replaced the lights that day, then followed 
up with a phone call to Malkin to inquire 
if the replacement lights were sufficient. 
“In my opinion employees such as Bruce 
Wilson should be recognized and 
praised,” Malkin wrote. 


Precycling saves forests 


You've heard of recycling, but now 
there’s precycling. Instead of using the 
product and then recycling, or using it a 
different way, you just don’t use it at all. 

NJDOT is installing Equitrac control 
terminals that require the user to enter a 
six-digit copy access code on all copiers. 
Equitrac keeps count of all photocopying 
that’s done in an office, and thereby con- 
trols the volume of copies and the associ- 
ated costs. The State of New Jersey hopes 
to save $5 million each year by precy- 
cling. 

Eliminating unnecessary copying, 
(about one-third of the total copies made 
each year) saves about 15 million trees. 
That’s quite a forest! 


Rose Downs, Karen Rittenhouse and Chuck 
Grabowski listen intently to Bill Clancy, 
President of Technologies for Reduction 
and Savings. 


bid a fond farewell to NJDOT after 38 
years. Fisher began his employment on 
June 13, 1960 on the Field Survey Crew. 
Throughout his career, he earned promo- 
tions to Assistant Engineer, Senior 
Engineer, Principal Engineer, Engineer 
Specifications and Project Engineer 
Surface Design. Fisher will devote his 
energies to woodworking, skiing, biking 
and fishing after the move to New 
Hampshire. 

Joining him are Telecommunications 
Analyst 2 Ronald Raymond in Finance & 
Administration, 39 years; North Region’s 
Engineering Technician 2 Robert Meola, 
34 years; Manager 2 Louis J. Amico in 
the Office of Administration, 32 years; 
Supervising Engineer 2 Gerald F. 
Altobelli of Traffic Signal & Safety 
Design, 31 years; Supervising Engineer 2 
John M. Pacholek of Structural 
Evaluation & Bridge Management, 31 
years; Engineer Specifications Kathleen 
Zummo of CPM Support Services, 31 
years; Engineering Tech 4 Carlton 
Jackson of CPM South, 30 years; 
Manager Michael Lemmo of Roadway 
Design, 29 years; Safety Specialist King 
Bryant of Jersey City Vehicle Inspection, 
22 years; Assistant Crew Supervisor 
Highway Maintenance North Hilliard 
Wright, 22 years; Secretarial Assistant 2 
Donna D. Torrini of Support Services, 17 
years; Equipment Inspector Albert 
Fazekas of Operations, 16 years; 
Construction & Maintenance Tech 2 Fate 
Rogers of North Region, 16 years; and 
Senior Ride Share Coordinator Joseph 
Cardamone of Statewide Planning, 10 
years. 


Obituaries 

Armand F. Alose died January 13 in 
Florida. The retired landscape assistant 
foreman is survived by wife Angelina, sis- 
ter Ann Bartush, brothers San and Tom 
and several other relatives. 

Retired NJDOT employee Arthur G. 
Hancock died June 2 in Trenton. 
Survivors include his wife Agnes and sev- 
eral nieces. 

Anthony J. DeLucia Jr. of Hopewell 
Township. died June 9. The 40 year 
NJDOT retiree is survived by his wife 
Elsie, his father Anthony Sr., daughters 
Karen Stoop, Gina O’ Dwyer and Suzanne 
Cavalier, sons Anthony, Mark and Paul, 
many grandchildren and other relatives. 

Retired NJDOT Equipment Operator 
Raymond Irvin died June 12 in Elmer. 
The World War II Army Infantry veteran 
is survived by his wife Frances, daughter 
Linda DeLiberis, sons Charles and Sidney, 
a sister, brother and grandchildren. 
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Conference promotes safe flying 


Division of Aeronautics’ John Kaiser and Acting Director Ted 
Matthews prepare to greet the 250 guests at the 1998 New Jersey 
Aviation Conference at McGuire AFB during Aviation Awareness 
Month in May. The participants (many flew to McGuire in their own 
planes) heard the theme “flying safely” in all the seminars. The 
Division’s Gil Maupin and Greg McDonough explained the GPS nav- 
igational system, while Tim McSwain, Sr. Vice President of Aviation 
Underwriters, spoke on preventable accidents and the need for 
improved aviation safety. One prediction for the future was com- 
muting by plane, made by Norm Mobray of Aviation Education 
Partnership. 


Employee Watch, contractors 
clear carcasses in 24 hours 


The unsightly scene of a dead deer lying on the side of the 
road for days or weeks is history in New Jersey thanks to new 
contracts with private companies that call for a one-day pickup. 

The Employee Watch Program begun last month—where 
employees write road information on yellow cards and fax it to 
Operations—will assist the contractors. In just two weeks 
employees faxed reports of several dead deer. 

“The public has to cooperate with us or the job will never get 
done,” said Clint Griggs, Project Engineer with the Bureau of 
Maintenance. “Drivers who spot a dead deer on the roadway 
should immediately notify the local police, giving the exact loca- 
tion of the carcass. They could site landmarks, route signs (and if 
it’s northbound or southbound) mile post markers or any other 
structure that’s significant in the area.” The dead deer, while 
unsightly and smelly, are not a health threat unless you handle or 
eat them. 

In addition to the dead deer reports, Richard Shaw of 
Operations Support reports a positive response to the yellow 
cards. Employees have reported 10 vegetation obstructions, nine 
potholes, five pavement irregularities, one missing sign, two tall 
grass and grass infiltration, two guiderail/attenuator damage, one 
flood, one construction barrel on roadway (after working hours) 
and one Turnpike problem. 


Learn about retirement planning 


The Credit Union is sponsoring a seminar on five retirement 
topics including Roth IRAs vs. Ordinary IRAs on August 6 from 
12:30-1:30 p.m. in NJDOT’s multipurpose room in Headquarters. 
For information or to make reservations call J.K. Snoddy at (609) 
538-4061 x 228. 


